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Course Objectives

This multi-disciplinary seminar intends to think about the universality of human
rights. Human rights are a powerful idea in our time, but it 1s also the focus of
numerous controversies. The seminar provides from an interdisciplinary perspective
(international law, history, philosophy, social anthropology, and theories of
international relations) an overview of current issues and debates in the field. A
special view 1s given to the Asia-Pacific Region. Throughout the seminar, concrete
case studies will be used to illustrate the range of human rights problems.
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Introduction

What Makes Us Human?

Brief History of Human Rights: Did the French Revolution create Human Rights?
Human Rights - A Philosophical Defense

Objecting to Human Rights - Cultural Relativism and Realism

Development of the modern International Law of Human Rights: Treaties and
Organizations

Comparison: The European Human Rights System - The ASEAN Human Rights System
Freedom of expression and democracy

Poverty as a Human Rights Issue

Genocide and Racism

Sex Trafficking

Health and Human Rights (The case of coronavirus)

Media and Human Rights

Minorities, Refugees and Migrants

Defending Human Rights in the Asia-Pacific Region

The Role of Non-Governmental Organizations

[s Germany’ s Human Rights Policy Towards China intelligent? What is an Intelligent
Human Rights Policy?

The Future of Human Rights
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Resources Required (e.g. qualifications and expertise, instrument and equipment, etc.)
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Group Discussions
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