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Course Objectives

This course aims to explore the influence of Asia-Pacific region in shaping global
politics. In addition to focusing on the actorness of nation state, 1t further adopts
the approach to treat regional actor as an analysis unit and explore the actorness of
region in shaping both the global and regional order. To help student understand the
current regional issues through inter-regionalist channel and strengthen students’
capabilities to conduct transnational political, economic, social and cultural
academic research. With this course, it aims to develop
students’ theoretical knowledge and analytical skill to study world politics with
influence of globalization, inter-regional relations, with particular focus on Asia-
Pacific.

After this course, 1t expects students to cultivate capabilities of

1. Summarizing, explaining and applying the main theoretical approaches in
International Relations as well as global politics. 2. Analyzing
the roles of major actors of Asia-Pacific in global politics

3. Critically evaluating the key structures and processes of the global system

4. Evaluating the impact of the region Asia-Pacific on global politics
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A [Ability to research and master the development of professional
trends in the Asia-Pacific region
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B |Capable of transnational political, economic, social and
cultural academic research
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C |Ability to use theoretical methods, comprehensive analysis,
logical reasoning and thesis writing
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D [Ability to integrate multiple Values in the international
community and integrate issues in the Asia-Pacific region
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E [Ability to have a regional presence and independently conduct
research and teaching mainly in the Asia-Pacific region
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In this course, the rise of Asia in global politics will be the main focus for
students to examine the challenges and opportunities presented by Asia-Pacific region
from political, economic, and social perspectives. The course will start with
examining global evolving system, the phenomenon of globalization and the idea of
global governance. Then, going beyond conventional Asian area studies, this course
will take Asia-Pacific as a region and delve deeper into Asia’ s growing interactions
with different world regions, including Africa, Latin America, and Europe. Here the
1dea of inter-regionalism will be introduced to explore the phenomenon of
interregionalism in the world politics. It discusses the interregional relations
between Asia and others. Main topics will include the “Asian values” debate, trans-
regional integration in the Asia-Pacific, Asian regional organizations (e.g. the Asian
Infrastructure Investment Bank), the rivalry between China and the United States in
the Indo-Pacific, and the “uber-nationalism” of Chinese President Xi Jinping, to list
a few.
Emphasis will be placed on the role of both the major powers in the region, such as
China, India, Japan, South Korea, ASEAN, the US, but also the influential regional
entity in the international sphere, such as EU.
All in all, it explores Asia’ s role in global politics and meanwhile the influence
‘inter-regional relations’ 1in shaping the regional order in Asia Pacific.
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Resources Required (e.g. qualifications and expertise, instrument and equipment, etc.)

In addition to the regular lectures and students’ presentations, the course
instructor plans to invite other well-known scholars to give a speech concerning topic
relevant to the course. It will also try to combine media resources with the course
teaching.
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Course Requirements and Suggested Teaching Methods

Reading, Presentation, Group Discussions, Issue-oriented Simulation and Debates, mid-
term paper writing as well as final research paper.
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